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needs, for under our public works system the skilled
craftsman   becomes   a   mechanical   drudge,   working
out the paper patterns put before him by his employers.
There must be a radical defect in the educational
system which steadily depletes the artistic and in-
dustrial population of India by inducing the master-
builder, the skilled carpenter, metal-worker, and weaver
to bring up their children as clerks, journalists, or
lawyers, because they find that the more remunerative
grades of artistic and scientific work in the Sirkar's
service have been barred to them for several generations.
Indian industry certainly needs the best art and
the best science Europe can bring to help it.    But it
does not always get it.    There is more real science in
the Indian craft tradition than is suspected by those
who only study it superficially.    Some years ago a
crude experiment was made tinder official auspices in
Madras witH the object of replacing the traditional
brass and copper domestic utensils used all over India
by cheaper vessels turned out in aluminium manu-
factories.    By the Indian craft tradition brass and
copper are reckoned among the " pure " metals which
do not contaminate human food.    Brass is compared
with the purity of Ganges water, and copper with that
of the Jumna.    This is not an idle superstition, the
truth of it has been confirmed by modern experimental
science.    It  was  reported  recently  that  a  Swedish
scientist had made a series of analytical tests with a
view of ascertaining what noxious substances passed
into the stomach from.various metal vessels used in
European kitchens.    He found that  brass was the
safest and best of all metals used for cooking utensils.
It was what Indians called " pure."    Aluminium he